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tell you about my own legitimate thoughts about Annadurai.
I too accept the concept that we should say a few good words about
a deceased person, even if he had been an enemy. But it is neither
good nor civilized to permit the DMK to exploit Annadurai's corpse
and his samadhi for its own purposes. Motivated by political
considerations and with an eye on the coming elections, the DMK
is playing a Maricha-typs of game, creating a new hallucination in
Tamil Nadu. Socially, culturally, and politically Annadurai was
my enemy, whether dead or alive. On a personal level he was neither
my enemy nor my friend. I cannot give up my convictions about
him simply because the individual is dead.
Annadurai's disappearance cannot mean the disappearance of
the fact that in Indian politics he came to be introduced to us as
the lackey of the British. Nor can the truth be made to vanish that,
having entangled himself with such foolishness as "atheism" and
"social reform," he gained fame among the common people by his
primitive criticisms of our literature, Puranas, and the Hindu faith.
The rubbish in the form of books written by him will not be fertilized
by his death aad bloom into exquisite flowers. Everything relating
to him was borrowed stuff. But since he never acknowledged the
fact of borrowing, it amounted to literary theft. When, next, you
proceed to examine the quality of his borrowed stuff you will know
the fact of his incredibly low level. This fact cannot be hidden by
death.
Fools began calling him Arignar [the learned one]. Big fools called
him Perarignar [man of profound learning]. Kalki who had won
fame as a humorous writer, while reviewing a play, sarcastically
described Annadurai as "Bernard Shaw." What he meant to say,
as I understood, was: "Tamilians, for your level of today this man
is indeed Bernard Shaw!"
By his pedestrian plays and silly "commonsense" arguments, by
his exploitation of the ignorant "love of Tamil" of people who were
enthusiasts of Tamil but innocent of Tamil learning, by his uncivilized
"anti-Brahmin" campaign and his vulgar politics of "opposition to
the north," Annadurai attracted crowds. But he could not even
attract my attention___
Politicians, that is those who work under various flags and whose
sole objective is to get into positions by getting votes, and through
their positions to transform the country according to their outlook,